
     Approximately 250 attended the Arkansas Association 

for Continuing and Adult Education (AACAE) and 

Arkansas Literacy Council (ALC), Inc. annual conference. 

The conference was held October 21-22, 2010, at Embassy 

Suites in Little Rock, Arkansas. 

     The theme of the conference was “Helping Students:  

Learn More. Earn More”.  The joint effort between AACAE 

and ALC offered networking, information and professional 

development to program administrators, instructors, para-

professionals and other staff members.  Awards 

recognizing outstanding contributions to Adult Education 

were also presented during the conference.  

      Thursday’s keynote speaker was Charlotte Strickland 

(Strickly Speaking).  Strickland spoke on ways individuals 

can impact others in the workplace with C.A.R.E.—

communication, attitude, respect, and enthusiasm.  She 

reminded the group of the unlimited opportunities 

everyone is presented from morning until night.  

     On Friday Dr. Brenda Dann-Messier, Assistant 

Secretary, Office of Vocational and Adult Education/US 

Department of Education, addressed the general session 

and responded to questions from conference participants.  

In her message, she outlined national goals/initiatives.  

OVAE’s goals center on America having the best 

educated, most competitive workforce in the world by 

2020.  She also challenged conference participants to 

“think outside the box because that’s where innovation 

lies.”  According to Dr. Dann-Messier, innovation is the 

key to bettering education and academic success.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Educators and legislators meet to share views on Adult 
Education interests.. 
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The Arkansas Department of Career 
Education funds the Adult Education 
Division.  The Adult Education Division 
provides programs and services 
statewide. 
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2010 ALC Awards  
 

Outstanding Business Partner 

Eaton Corporation 
Mountain Home 

 
Arkansas Literacy Council/  
Win Rockefeller Leadership 

Award 

Mark Keith 
Hope 

 
Arkansas Bar Association’s 

Lawyer for Literacy Committee  
Tutor of the Year Award 

Carolyn Wood 
Arkadelphia 

 
Arkansas Bar Association’s 

Lawyer for Literacy Committee  
Student of the Year Award 

Peggy Bateman 
DeWitt 

 
Literacy Council Excellence In 

Education 

Ouachita-Calhoun 
Counties Literacy 

Councils 
 

Dee Caviness/Ettamay Smith 
Award 

Anita James 
(Posthumously) 

Crawford County Volunteers for 
Literacy 

 

 

The Annual GED® Examiners’ Conference  was held October 6, 2010 at Pulaski 

Technical College in North Little Rock.   Approximately 175 participants attended the training.  Highlights of 
the conference included:  

 A reflection on the difference examiners can make in test takers’ success presented by Kevin Hunt, External 
Liaison for the Governor’s Office.  Mr. Hunt tested through the Shorter College Adult Education Program. 

 Presentations on marketing strategies and techniques by GED examiners Martha Taussig (ASU Newport), 
Yvonne Dougherty (Saline County/Pulaski Technical College), and Felecia Doster with center director 
Jonalyn Reep (Southeast Arkansas Community Based Education Center). 

 Rollout of the web-based information system available to all centers. The system expands local access to 
reports and test taker data. 

 

2010 AACAE 
Awards 

 
Outstanding Friend 
of Adult Education 

Albemarle 
Magnolia 

 
Outstanding Adult Education 

Teacher 

LaRose Lackey 
(Posthumously) 

Lonoke-Prairie Counties Adult 
Education 

Pictured (l-r):  Kevin Hunt, Jonalyn Reep, Felecia Doster, 
and conference participants. 
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ASU Technical Center 
Success Story:  Bobbie Buchanan 

 
In 2007 Bobbie Buchanan was the mother of five children and worked in the Airtex 

factory when it closed the doors causing her to lose her job.  The choice presented to 

her was finding another job or going back to school.  Ms. Buchanan chose to go back to 

school and has been happy about her decision since.  Because she had dropped out of 

high school, she first needed to earn her GED credential.  She signed up for GED 

classes at ASU Technical Center and was encouraged by her instructor, Brenda Pipes.  

After earning her GED diploma in 2008, she enrolled in classes at ASU Tech and 

proved to be such a good student that she was offered a job working part-time in 

student services.  In December of this year, she will earn her associate’s degree in 

business!   

Ms. Buchanan continues to work full-time at ASU Technical Center as an 

administrative specialist and will become a GED alternate examiner in addition to her 

other job duties.  After taking a semester break from school, her plans are to continue 

her education and obtain her Bachelor’s Degree in business.  Her advice to others – 

“You’re never too old to learn.  You must have your mind made up!”   
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DOLLAR GENERAL PRESENTATION SERIES 

The National Coalition for Literacy, The Arkansas Association of 
Continuing  and Adult Education, Arkansas Association for 

Administrators of Adult Education, The Arkansas Adult Education 
Advisory Council, and Arkansas Literacy Councils, Inc., with 
generous support from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation 

presented “Building Effective Local Partnerships and 
Collaborations”.   The meeting was a dynamic exploration into how 
the interests of Adult Education align with businesses and policy-

makers. State legislators, national legislative aides, and adult 
education/literacy representatives offered insight on making adult 
education and literacy a top priority for our community, state, and 
country. 

State Senator, Shane Broadway, gave support and advice for 
working with legislators.  Dr. Heidi Silver-Pacuilla, National 
Coalition for Literacy (NCL) President, addressed the challenges 

facing programs including low literacy, immigration, loss of jobs, 
and waiting lists.  Other speakers shared information relating to 
advocacy and resources. 

To build capacity in the field and increase impact of the Dollar 

General Presentation Series, NCL will award two $5000 grants to 
local collaborations to support new or expanding advocacy and 
marketing efforts.  Projects should promote, educate and/or lobby 

for adult education and literacy, family literacy and English 
language acquisition.  

Visit www.national-coalition-literacy.org/dgseries.html for proposal 
material and documents. 
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ASU Technical Center 
Marked Tree   

 

As director of student services, Ashley 
Buchman wears many hats at ASU 
Technical Center in Marked Tree – one of 
which is adult education director.  She 
embraces that part of her job as one of the 
most important.  “Adult education is like a 
staging area.  We’re getting everyone ready 
for higher education, jobs, and to make a 
better life for themselves,” states Buchman. 

The ASU Technical Center Adult Education 
program offers classes at the college in 
Marked Tree as well as in Trumann and 
Harrisburg by utilizing three full-time 
teachers, one part-time teacher and a 
paraprofessional.  When asked to comment 
about the staff, Buchman exclaims, “They’re 
fabulous!  They meet each challenge with 
enthusiasm and do all they can to create a 
positive and encouraging atmosphere!”  All 
three centers offer a variety of classes to 
meet students’ needs including classes at 
night.  

One of the greatest challenges the center at 
Marked Tree faces is distance.  ASU 
Technical Center is located away from the 
town center and transportation for 
students is often a problem.  Buchman is 
exploring the possibility of providing a bus 
for students which would help the distance 
situation.   

Goals for the center include expanding 
community awareness and “buy in”.  In 
order to accomplish these goals, adult 
education staff is represented in every 
possible aspect of community life including 
booths at local fairs such as the “Cotton 
Pickin Jubilee” and the “Terrapin Derby” as 
well as presentations at the Lions and 
Rotary Clubs. 

Inset: Ashley Buchman. 
 

Below:  Brenda Pipes, 
Instructor and  adult 

education students. 

Above: Shane Broadway. 
 
Below:  Amanda White 
(Office of Congressman Vic 
Snyder, Little Rock) and 
Phynaus Wilson, Legislative 
Assistant to Vic Snyder in 
Washington, DC . 
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