
The Adult Education Program at Crowley’s Ridge 
Technical Institute is staffed by individuals who are 
committed to preparing St. Francis, Lee, Monroe, and 
Cross county residents for better jobs and educational 
opportunities.   

Glenda Richerson has been the 
center Director for almost two 
years and in adult education for 16 
years.  She gives the “wonderful 
personnel” credit for being one of 
the center’s greatest assets.  
“We’re a very good program here, 
and it’s a great experience working 
with this staff,” says Richerson.   

“The teachers have a great rapport with each other 
and the students.”  
 
The five full-time and four part-time instructors 
provide services on campus as well as in Wynne, 
Brinkley, Marianna, Holly Grove, Clarendon, and 
detention facilities in the area.  Graduating about 100 
each year, they are hopeful to break attendance and 
graduation records this year.  
  
Getting people through their educational challenges is the 
staff specialty.  Student motivation and attendance are  
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GED®  TESTING 

PROGRAM NUMBERS 

ON THE RISE AT 

CROWLEY’S RIDGE  

Examiners at the GED Testing 

Program at Crowley’s Ridge 

Technical Institute expect to serve 

more individuals during this 

calendar year than in 2007. 

With the economy in its current 

state an increasing number of 

people are finding the value of 

earning their Arkansas High 

School Diploma.  For many having 

a high school credential heightens 

the chance of finding employment, 

getting better employment and 

enrolling in postsecondary 

education or job training 

programs. 

Over 130 individuals have tested 

during 2008 at the testing center 

which is roughly a four percent 

increase from 2007.  

   

 

Crowley’s Ridge GED Examiners 

Glenda Richerson, Donna Hughes, 

Karon Fryer, and Patricia Durham. 
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ADULT EDUCATION STAFF MAKING A DIFFERENCE  

AT CROWLEY’S RIDGE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE  

the most common problems.  Instructor Betty 
Keysacker says sometimes “life stands in the 
way of attendance.”  

Karen McNair says for some they are giving “a 
second chance, or a third, or a fourth or 
whatever it takes.” The instructors agree that 
adults generally have a great appreciation for 
the program and a chance to complete their 
education.  Many adult education students go 
on to enroll in workforce training classes at 
Crowley’s Ridge Technical Institute or East 
Arkansas Community College. 

Richerson recognizes the staff’s commitment, 
dedication, and experience as key elements of 
the center’s success.  Students see those 
things as well.  Richerson says one of the most 
gratifying aspects of the job is hearing a 
completing student say “‘I couldn’t have made 
it without you.’” 
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Above:  Crowley’s Ridge staff 
members Emily Riley, Tambrey 
Carnes, Glenda Richerson, Betty 
Keysaker, Karen McNair, and 
David Adcox represent over 100 
years of teaching experience. 

Above and right:  Adult Education 
facility at  Crowley’s Ridge 
Technical Institute in Forrest City. 
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Accelerated ESL Class Begins at CCCUA 

Accelerated English as a Second Language (AESL) is a new semester course designed for English language learners 
who want the communication tools necessary to succeed in college and in the workplace. Instruction focuses on 
written English, with an emphasis on reading and grammar skills. Cossatot Community College (CCCUA) provides 
a classroom to help acclimate the students to college life.  

Edgar Morales, Moises Garcia Reyna, and Arnulfo Soto are all AESL students. Originally from Mexico, the three 
now reside, work, and study in De Queen. Instructor Susie Davies comments, “Edgar, Moises, and Arnulfo are 
committed to furthering their education. They are self-motivated and willing to work hard to achieve their 
goals.”  

Edgar is employed at Pilgrim’s Pride and was the Pilgrim-Cossatot Learning Center August Student of the Month. 
He confidently states, “My objective is to graduate from CCCUA with a business degree, then begin a career in 
banking management.”  

Moises is an accomplished jeweler and a world traveler who has visited countries in Asia, Europe, and South 
America. He states, “In my work I need to speak English, but it is also necessary for me to read and write 
correctly. Knowing proper English will allow me to enjoy conversation, and it will help me as I continue to 
explore the world.” Moises plans to earn a journalism degree in either the U.S. or Mexico, and his dream is to 
become a bilingual journalist.  

Arnulfo also works for Pilgrim’s Pride. He says, “I want to communicate in English without a translator and obtain 
a better job.” Arnulfo intends to enroll in the CCCUA Electrical Apprenticeship program. His aim is to acquire an 
electrician’s license and assist contractors on construction projects.  

Upon successful completion of Accelerated ESL, students will earn a Certificate of Achievement. They will be 
prepared for additional coursework and equipped to pursue career goals. 

Source:  “The Communicator” published by CCCUA Adult Education Department (December 2008) 
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Cossatot Community 

College of the Univer-

sity of Arkansas held a 

Fall Graduation Com-

mencement ceremony 

at the Marantha 

Baptist Church in 

Nashville, Arkansas, on 

Saturday, December 

13, 2008.   

 

The General Educational Development Testing Service™ (GED 
Testing Service) of the American Council on Education is pleased 
to announce the development of a new 2012 Series of the GED 
Tests, which will be released on January 1, 2012 (other non 
English-language editions will be released in 2013). 
 
The specifications for the GED Tests are assessed at regular 
intervals to certify that content reflects current curricular and 
academic standards for high school graduates across the United 
States and Canada. As expectations and standards change for 
high school students, GED Testing Service aligns the Tests with 
these same expectations and standards. The new 2012 Series 
GED Tests will reflect current curricular and academic standards 
for high school graduates. 
 
All GED examinees should be advised that scores earned on the 
current 2002 series or previous tests will not be able to be 
combined with those earned on the new 2012 Series GED Tests. 
By December 31, 2011, examinees must have taken and earned 
minimum scores on all five content area tests [Language Arts,  

 

Reading; Language Arts, Writing; Social Studies; Science; and 
Mathematics] and earned the minimum total passing standard on 
the 2002 series, or they will need to take the entire 2012 Series 
test battery. 
 
A list of Frequently Asked Questions and additional information 
related to the release of the 2012 Series GED Tests can be found 
on the GED Testing Service website (www.GEDtest.org/2012). 
Individuals may also contact their local state/jurisdiction 
administrator for additional information. A list of those 
administrators is located at 
(www.GEDtest.org/administrators). In addition, Official GED 
Testing Centers may also be found online 
(www.GEDtest.org/locator). 
 
GED Administrators and Examiners are encouraged to distribute 
this information widely to relevant agencies and educational 
entities, as well as through other appropriate communications 
channels so that GED test-takers might receive appropriate 

counseling and planning assistance in order to meet this deadline. 
 

www.GEDtest.org 

 

Announcement of the New 2012 Series GED Tests 
Release 
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