
TESTING GUIDELINES AND SECURITY 
 
 

CALCULATOR USE AND RESTRICTIONS 

 
Calculators may be used on all Career and Technical End of Course assessments. Students may NOT share calculators 

during testing sessions and may have only ONE calculator during testing. 

 
Students may use any four-function, scientific, or graphing calculator, as long as it does not have any of the features on 

the list below. 

 
Calculators that may NOT be used for any session of the examination include the following: 

 
•  Pocket organizers 

•  Hand-held or laptop computers 

•  Electronic writing pads or pen-input devices 

•  Calculators built into cellular phones or other wireless communication devices 

•  Calculators with QWERTY (typewriter-like) pads 

•  Calculators with paper tape 

•  Calculators that “talk” or make unusual noises 

•  Calculators that require an electrical outlet 

•  Calculators with built-in capability to simplify algebraic expressions, multiply polynomials, or factor 

polynomials 

•  CAS (often designated Computer Algebra Systems) 

•  Calculators that can communicate wirelessly with other calculators 

 
Some examples of specific calculator models prohibited include the following: 

 
•  Casio CFX-9970G, Algebra FX 2.0, and ClassPad300 

•  Hewlett-Packard HP-40G, HP-48gll, HP-49G, and HP-50G 

•  Texas Instruments TI-89 or TI-92 

•  Voyage 200 

 
TI-nspire calculators without CAS are allowed only in the following two cases: 

 
1) with the TI-84 Plus keypad 

2) with the nspire keypad using operating system 1.7 or higher with both “Limit geometry functions” and 

“Disable function grab and move” invoked in Press-to-Test mode. You must invoke Press-to- Test mode at 

the beginning of each session and exit Press-to-Test mode at the end of each session. 

 
If students are permitted to use their own calculators, it is the responsibility of the Test Administrator to certify that these 

calculators meet the above requirements. Failure on the part of the Test Administrator to verify that each calculator meets 

the above requirements will constitute a breach of security. 

 
It is the responsibility of the Test Administrator to clear the memory of each calculator at the beginning and end of each 

testing day. Failure to do so constitutes a breach of security. 

 
Make sure that students using calculators have practiced using them and are familiar with the use of the calculator in testing 

situations with items similar to those they will see on the examination (i.e., open-response items). It is also important that 

students understand that while they are allowed to use calculators, it is still essential that the students show all of their 

work when responding to the open-response items. 

 
If one student has the opportunity to use a calculator, then all students in the class should have equal access to a calculator. 

However, there should be no perceived disadvantage to your students whether they are encouraged to use calculators or not 

allowed to use them. The test items were designed to minimize the amount of computational effort the students would need on 

the test. Those who teach mathematics in your school should decide whether or not calculators should be used. 

 
No electronic devices with photographic capability shall be accessible at any time during test administration 

[Arkansas Code 6-18-502(b)]. Other electronic equipment that allows for communication among students shall not 

be accessible at any time during test administration (e.g., cell phone, iPod, MP3 player). 


