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Course Code:   493690     Lab Code:  493710

Curriculum Content Frameworks

Course Description: Intermediate Journalism is an advanced core course for a career major with an emphasis in Journalism. It builds on the knowledge and skills 
taught in Fundamentals of Journalism. When students complete this program of study they will have marketable skills in journalism and publication of local media 
releases including videos, newspapers, magazines and annuals. 
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CAREER and TECHNICAL SKILLS ACADEMIC and WORKPLACE SKILLS
What the Student Should be Able to Do What the Instruction Should Reinforce

Knowledge Application Skill Group Skill Description

1.1 1.1.1 Writing

1.1.2 Writing

1.2 1.2.1 Reading

1.3 1.3.1

1.4 1.4.1

1.4.2

1.5 1.5.1 Expresses mathematical ideas and concepts 
orally and in writing [1.1.23]

Identify various journalism 
business procedures 

Create a business plan for a journalism 
based business

Foundation Arithmetic/ 
Mathematics

Examine and discuss the ramifications of 
journalistic ethics or lack of ethics

Integrity/Honesty/ 
Work Ethic

Personal 
Management

Chooses ethical course of action [3.2.1]

Unit 1:   Policies and Procedures
Hours:  10

Terminology: Editorial policies, Electronic journalism, Elements of journalistic writing, Print journalism, Relevant

Analyzes and applies what has been read to 
specific task [1.6.4]

Foundation

Identify editorial policies

Use terms correctly in context Applies/Uses technical words and concepts 
[1.5.2]

Closely examine editorial policies

Uses technical words and symbols [1.5.2]

Explain the importance of ethics 
in journalism when gathering 
and reporting information
Identify legal and ethical 
standards in journalism

Demonstrate an understanding of the 
importance of ethics in journalism when 
gathering and reporting information
Demonstrate use of legal and ethical 
standards of journalism

Foundation

Define terms and elements of 
journalistic writing

FoundationCreate written journalism pieces to a 
specific deadline using proper elements 

Chooses ethical course of action [3.2.1]Integrity/Honesty/ 
Work Ethic

Personal 
Management

Follows established rules, regulations, and 
policies [3.2.5]

Personal 
Management

Integrity/Honesty/ 
Work Ethic
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CAREER and TECHNICAL SKILLS ACADEMIC and WORKPLACE SKILLS
What the Student Should be Able to Do What the Instruction Should Reinforce

Knowledge Application Skill Group Skill Description
2.1 2.1.1

2.1.2 Writing

Writing

2.2 Thinking

2.3 2.3.1 Thinking Decision 

2.4 2.4.1

2.4.2

2.4.3 Applies/Uses technical words and concepts 
[1.6.4]

Foundation

Apply identified techniques 
used to convey media 
messages by creating an 
editorial

Foundation

Foundation

Writing

Writing

Writing

Use appropriate journalism 
writing styles for appropriate 
media

Uses language, style, organization, and format 
appropriate to subject [1.6.19]

Identify an argument presented 
in an editorial

Apply techniques to a specific deadline 
using the appropriate writing style

Determine use of journalism techniques by 
examining messages in various media

Define messages in various 
medias

Unit 2:  Message and Voice
Hours: 10

Terminology: Criteria, Editorial, Journalistic expressions, Media applications, Quantitative, Technical terms

Use terminology correctly FoundationDefine terms related to 
journalistic expression 

Foundation Applies and uses words and concept correctly 
[1.6.19]

Illustrate methods for evaluation 
of journalistic writing

Foundation Creates journalistically written pieces containing 
correctly used technical words and concepts 
[1.6.21]

2.1.3

2.2.1 Reasoning

Produce various written pieces using 
journalistic terms and/or expressions

Use journalistic terms and/or expressions 
when writing

Evaluate journalistic writing using various 
created forms

Applies/Uses technical words and concepts 
[1.6.20]

Foundation

Applies rules and principles to a new situation 
[4.5.1]
Evaluates information/data to make best decision 
[4.2.5]
Demonstrates logical reasoning in reaching a 
conclusion [4.4.2]
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CAREER and TECHNICAL SKILLS ACADEMIC and WORKPLACE SKILLS
What the Student Should be Able to Do What the Instruction Should Reinforce

Knowledge Application Skill Group Skill Description
3.1 3.1.1 Writing

3.2 3.2.1

3.3.1 Reading

3.3.2

3.4 3.4.1

3.4.2

3.5 3.5.1 Thinking

3.5.2 Thinking

3.6 3.6.1 Thinking

3.3 Identify techniques used in print 
and electronic journalism

Creative Thinking Revises plan of action indicated by findings 
[4.4.9]

Creates new design by applying specified criteria 
[4.1.3]

Foundation Writing Organizes information into the appropriate format 
[1.6.10]

Creative Thinking

Differentiate between the techniques used 
in print journalism and electronic journalism

Develops visual aids to create audience interest 
[1.3.20]

Unit 3:  Layout and Design
Hours: 20

Terminology: Advertising, Circulation, Design, Graphics, Layout, Visual aids

Illustrate knowledge of 
advertising and circulation 
programs

Personal 
Management

Organizational 
Effectiveness

Analyzes effectiveness of performance 
evaluation system [3.3.2]

Define terms relating to 
publishing layout and design

Design various layouts to a specific 
deadline that demonstrates understanding 
of layout and design terms

Applies and uses words and concept correctly 
[1.6.4]

Foundation

Identify methods of evaluation 
for journalistic works

Identify effective and 
appropriate graphics for 
journalism projects

Thinking

Critique various graphics for most effective 
layout and design
Develop assorted  designs/layouts for 
several different publications

Create effective and appropriate graphics 
for journalism pieces

Thinking

Recognize effective 
design/layout components

Create design/layout for a print media 
publication to an appropriate deadline

Draws conclusions from observations and gives 
possible solutions [4.4.5]

Practice skills by participating in 
advertising and circulation programs

Evaluates written information for accuracy, 
appropriateness, and style [1.6.9]

Create specific forms of evaluation for 
various written pieces

Foundation

Problem Solving

Creative Thinking

Problem Solving

Analyze the difference in print and 
electronic journalism

Devises and implements a plan of action to 
resolve problem [3.3.4]
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CAREER and TECHNICAL SKILLS ACADEMIC and WORKPLACE SKILLS
What the Student Should be Able to Do What the Instruction Should Reinforce

Knowledge Application Skill Group Skill Description

4.1 4.1.1 Reading

4.2 4.2.1 Reading

4.2.2 Thinking

4.3 4.3.1 Thinking

4.4 4.4.1 Reading

4.5 4.5.1

4.6 4.6.1 ThinkingSummarize information from 
various texts and recall prior 
knowledge to  solve problems

Problem Solving Draws conclusions from what is read and gives 
possible solutions [4.4.4]

Combine knowledge drawn from reading a 
variety of texts with previous knowledge to 
solve problem

Thinking Determines points of view in various written 
works [4.5.3]

ReasoningCombine knowledge drawn from reading a 
variety of texts with previous knowledge to 
solve problem

Locate inaccuracies in written 
documents
Identify multiple points of view

Create new solutions to problems using text 
communications and prior knowledge [1.3.3]

Locate useful information to 
assist in problem solving

Synthesize information from the text, from 
other tests and from one's own prior 
knowledge and experience to create 
solutions to problems

Solve problems by reading a variety of 
texts for information

Use critical thinking skills to 
examine text for inaccuracies

Foundation Identifies inaccurate information/entries on 
written documents [1.3.15] 

Problem solving

Problem solving

Create new solutions to problems using text 
communications and prior knowledge [1.3.3]

Unit 4:  Problem Solving
Hours: 15

Terminology: Inaccurate, Interpreting, Strategies, Synthesize

Apply a variety of reading strategies to 
comprehend text

FoundationIdentify a variety of strategies to 
comprehend text

Use terms correctlyDefine terms related to problem 
solving

Draws conclusions from what is read [1.3.12]

Applies and uses words and concept correctly 
[1.6.4]

Foundation
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CAREER and TECHNICAL SKILLS ACADEMIC and WORKPLACE SKILLS
What the Student Should be Able to Do What the Instruction Should Reinforce

Knowledge Application Skill Group Skill Description

5.1 5.1.1 Writing

5.2 5.2.1 Reading

5.3 5.3.1 Thinking

5.4 5.4.1 Reading

5.4.2 Thinking

5.5 5.5.1 Thinking

5.6 5.6.1

Draws conclusions from what is read [1.3.12]

Applies new knowledge and skills to preparing 
appropriate fonts to the text [4.3.1]

Identify knowledge of structures 
in the text to assist in 
comprehension
Demonstrate knowledge of 
fonts in the text to assist in 
comprehension

Prepare texts with appropriate fonts to 
enhance comprehension

Thinking Knowing How to 
Learn

Use knowledge of structures to 
comprehend text

List appropriate materials and 
sources for layout and design

Knowing how to 
learn

Use effective techniques to acquire and apply 
new knowledge and skills [4.3.6]

Knowing How to 
Learn Applies new knowledge and skills to identifying 

knowledge of structures in the text [4.3.1]

Explain material that he/she has 
read 

Generate discussion of previously read 
material in group activities

Foundation

Analyze text communication methods by 
reading a variety of material

Determine text communication 
methods

Problem Solving Comprehends ideas and concepts related to text 
communication [4.4.1]

Unit 5: Reading and Editing
Hours: 15

Terminology: Enhance, Fonts, Problem-solving, Text communication

Foundation Analyzes and applies what has been read to 
specific task [1.3.2]

Establish groups for problem 
solving

Utilizing group activities for analyzing and 
applying problem-solving strategies by 
reading a variety of texts

Applies and uses words and concept correctly 
[1.6.21]

Define terms related to reading 
and editing

Use terms effectively Foundation
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CAREER and TECHNICAL SKILLS ACADEMIC and WORKPLACE SKILLS
What the Student Should be Able to Do What the Instruction Should Reinforce

Knowledge Application Skill Group Skill Description
6.1 6.1.1 Writing

6.2 6.2.1

6.3 6.3.1

6.4 6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

6.5 6.5.1 Thinking

6.6 6.6.1 Thinking

Utilize ideas and concepts generated by 
cooperative and individual activities[2.6.1]

Generate, organize, and extend prior 
knowledge through a variety of cooperative 
and individual strategies

Create news stories through a cooperative 
effort to a specific deadline

Compile research to 
substantiate or refute opinions 
and theories

Demonstrate learning of new 
information by writing in a 
variety of forms

Compose responses to assigned subjects 
in a variety of forms

Working cooperatively with others to reach a 
common goal [2.6.6]

Investigate to substantiate or refute 
opinions and theories by formulating and 
collecting research

Applies new knowledge and skills to writing in a 
variety of forms [4.3.1]

Interpersonal

Knowing How to 
Learn

Creative Thinking Prepares presentation based on subject 
research, interviews, surveys [4.1.10]

Teamwork

Interpersonal Teamwork

Unit 6:  Generating News
Hours: 15

Terminology: Brain-storming, Cooperative strategies, Formal opportunities, Informal opportunities

List  listening, speaking, and 
viewing skills in a variety of 
formal and informal 
opportunities

Foundation Listening Receives and interprets verbal messages [1.2.8]

Define terms related to 
generating news

FoundationUse terms in context Applies and uses words and concept correctly 
[1.6.20]

Use group exercises to develop listening, 
speaking, and viewing skills in a variety of 
formal and informal activities

Generates ideas while working 
with others

Analyze the effect of listening, speaking, 
and viewing skills in various situations

Receives and interprets verbal messages [1.2.8]Generate a file of information from a 
variety of sources for news ideas

Examine the effect of listening, 
speaking, and viewing skills

Interpersonal

Evaluates oral information/presentation [1.2.2]

Teamwork

Foundation Listening
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CAREER and TECHNICAL SKILLS ACADEMIC and WORKPLACE SKILLS
What the Student Should be Able to Do What the Instruction Should Reinforce

Knowledge Application Skill Group Skill Description

7.1 7.1.1 Writing

7.2 7.2.1 Thinking

7.3 7.3.1 Writing

7.4 7.4.1 Reading

7.4.2 Thinking

7.5 7.5.1 Thinking

7.6 7.6.1 Thinking

Revise written works for usage and 
mechanics

Identify correct usage and 
mechanics in written works

Foundation

Foundation Edits, and revises document for correct 
information, appropriate emphasis, form, 

    Distinguish between fact and 
opinion

Create an article based upon information 
gathered during research

Decision Making Demonstrates decision making skills [4.2.4]

Forms opinions [4.1.7]FoundationDifferentiate among various news pieces 
as to whether they are fact or opinion

Accepts responsibility for decision [4.2.1]

Identify various interviewees for 
a variety of purposes

Analyze the selection process for various 
interviewees

Decision Making Generates options/alternatives [4.2.6]

List a variety of relevant 
interview questions 

Decision MakingWrite relevant interview questions

Unit 7:  News Media Language Usage
Hours: 10

Terminology: Organizational patterns, Non-print, Print, Substantiate, Theories

Identify organizational patterns 
appropriate for diverse 
situations

Analyze organizational pattern in a variety 
of material

Creative Thinking Makes connections between seemingly 
unrelated ideas [4.1.6]

Definite terms and elements 
relating to news media

Applies/Uses technical words and concepts 
[1.6.4]

Use terms and elements correctly
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CAREER and TECHNICAL SKILLS ACADEMIC and WORKPLACE SKILLS
What the Student Should be Able to Do What the Instruction Should Reinforce

Knowledge Application Skill Group Skill Description
8.1 8.1.1

8.2 8.2.1 Thinking

8.3 8.3.1 Writing

8.3.2 Writing

8.3.3

Takes notes from various sources [1.6.18]

Interpersonal

Uses language, style, organization, and format 
appropriate to subject matter, purpose and 
audience [1.6.19]

Works effectively with men and women from 
diverse backgrounds-ethnic, social, educational, 
etc. [2.2.5]

Write in a variety of styles for a variety of 
purposes

Reasoning Presents own opinion in written form in a clear, 
concise manner [1.6.14]

Determine what information will be needed 
to write news

Problem Solving

Reasoning

Compose a written work to persuade, 
defend, inform , and explain using 
thoughts, experiences, and research

Solve problems by drawing on available 
information and writing solutions

Identify components used for 
various purposes in writing

Compile information from the 
text, from other texts and from 
one's own prior knowledge and 
experience to create written 
solutions to problems

Unit 8:  Audience and Diversity
Hours: 5

Terminology: Diverse backgrounds, Ethics, Inform, Mechanics, Persuade, Social

Identify organizational patterns 
appropriate for diverse 
backgrounds

Examine organizational patterns in a 
variety of material

Cultural Diversity

Draws conclusions from observation, evaluates 
conditions, and gives possible solutions [4.4.5]
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CAREER and TECHNICAL SKILLS ACADEMIC and WORKPLACE SKILLS
What the Student Should be Able to Do What the Instruction Should Reinforce

Knowledge Application Skill Group Skill Description
9.1 9.1.1

9.2 9.2.1 Thinking

9.2.2 Thinking

9.2.3 Thinking

9.3 9.3.1 Thinking

9.3.2

9.3.3 Thinking

9.4 9.4.1

9.5 9.5.1

9.6 9.6.1 Thinking

9.6.2 Determine photo quality and edit for use Thinking

9.7 9.7.1 Thinking

9.7.2 Writing

Unit 9:  Production and Publishing
Hours: 20

Terminology: Deadline, Electronic graphics, Graphic designs, Interview, Ladder, News package, Photo-editing, Storyboard, Visual effects, Work environment

Use the techniques which enhance the 
visual appeal of media

Define terms relating to 
production and publication 

Use words appropriately [1.6.21]Correctly use terms related to production 
and publication

Foundation

Creates new design by applying specified criteria 
[4.1.3]

Identify proper graphic designs 
to create visual effects

Speaking
Writing
Creative Thinking

Analyze feature stories for expected 
conventions

Examine feature stories for 
acceptable quality

Foundation

Examine and select news stories to 
achieve a set goal

Organize and motivate team members to 
meet deadlines

Identify various quality photos

Identify deadlines 

Use original graphic designs to create 
visual effects

Show understanding of techniques to 
enhance the visual appeal of media 

 

Create feature stories to a specific 
deadline

Creative Thinking Applies personal style to a drawing [4.1.11]

Leadership Directs individuals in the performance of a 
specific task [2.4.5

Creative Thinking Develops visual aids to create audience interest 
[4.1.4]

Encourages/Motivates members of a group or 
team [2.4.6]

Cultural Diversity

Combines ideas or information in a new way 
[4.1.2]

Creative Thinking

Produce a variety of news photos

Coaching

Interpersonal

Select and write various news 
stories to create a news 
package

Determine and create  news stories to 
produce an effective news package

Creative Thinking

Create new design by applying specified criteria 
[4.1.3]

Interpersonal Encourages others to develop personal and 
professional skills [2.1.2]

Create and implement a storyboard/ladder

Create a cooperative work 
environment

Organize and work with staff to facilitate a 
cooperative work environment

Interpersonal

Creative Thinking Organizes group in planning and performing a 
specific task [2.4.9]

Decision Making

Comprehends ideas and concepts related to 
producing feature stories [4.4.1]

Organizes group in planning and performing a 
specific task [2.4.9]

Creative Thinking

Develops visual aids to create audience interest 
[4.1.4]
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1.

2. Electronic journalism – radio and television journalism

3. Elements of journalistic writing – objective collection, verification, and analysis of news

4. Print journalism – news that is printed, such as: newspapers, magazines and book 

5. Relevant – to the point, pertinent

                                                                Glossary                                                             

Editorial policies – policies and practices that determine what will be printed 

Unit 1:   Policies and Procedures
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1. Criteria – a standard or rule on which a decision may be based

2. Editorial – an article expressing the opinions of the editors or publishers

3. Journalistic expressions – terms and expressions used in journalism

4. Media applications – various media projects using computer software

5. Quantitative – pertaining to an amount or quantity

6. Technical terms – terms relative to journalism techniques

Unit 2:  Message and Voice
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1. Advertising – ads and other methods to publicize products

2. Circulation – where and to how many a newspaper or magazine is distributed

3. Design – using known elements to create a new product

4. Graphics – of or pertaining to pictorial representations

5. Layout – to create a plan for the construction of news pieces

6. Visual aids – any graphic to aide in understanding of written materials

Unit 3:  Layout and Design
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1. Inaccurate – not correct

2. Interpreting – translating

3. Strategies – methods to create or problem – solve

4. Synthesize – to combine elements so as to create a new, complex product

Unit 4:  Problem Solving
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1.

2.

3.

4.

Enhance – to make greater or increase

Unit 5: Reading and Editing

Fonts – a complete set of type of one face

Problem-solving – working together to create solutions to a problem

Text communication – any communication through the use of text
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1.

2.

3.

4.

Brain-storming  –  using various methods to generate ideas

Unit 6:  Generating News

Cooperative strategies – strategies used in a group setting to enhance cooperative planning

Formal opportunities – formal speaking situations such as speeches and lectures

Informal opportunities – informal speaking situations such as group discussion or informal conversation
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Substantiate – to prove true

Theories – possible answers based on study of the facts

Unit 7:  News Media Language Usage
Organizational patterns – methods or organization set down in a pattern

Non-print – video news methods

Print – words set and printed in font
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. Social – living and interacting together in communities

Diverse backgrounds – people raised in many different backgrounds

Ethics – a code of morals and behaviors based on doing what's right

Inform – to get information to someone

Unit 8:  Audience and Diversity

Mechanics – grammar and punctuation

Persuade – to attempt to convince using supporting material
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Ladder – a planning diagram for the layout and design of a book 

Deadline – the date when a project must be finished and submitted

Work environment – the physical setting and mood of a workplace

News package – related news that creates a complete unit

Photo – editing – using tools and software to edit photos creating a better image

Storyboard – plan of laying out  news segments in a news program

Visual effects – any visual effect such as fades and transitions

Unit 9:  Production and Publishing

Electronic graphics – clipart and graphics generated electronically

Graphic designs – design created utilizing graphics

Interview – to question a news source in a formal situation
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