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Lexile Reading Level Analysis of Materials

What is the Lexile Framework?

The Lexile Framework is a tool that makes it possible to place readers and text on the same scale. The difference between a reader’s Lexile measure and a text’s Lexile measure is used to forecast the comprehension the reader will have with the text. The Lexile Framework systematizes two common intuitions:  (1) that text can be ordered as to comprehensibility and (2) that readers can be ordered as to reading ability. The Lexile Framework provides a common language that students, teachers, parents, and media specialists can use in promoting student growth and reading. The Framework is not an instructional program any more than a thermometer is a medical treatment. But just as a thermometer can be useful in managing medical interventions, the Lexile Framework can be useful in managing instructional interventions.

What does a Lexile measure tell me about what a student can read?

Text difficulty and reader ability are measured in the same unit – a Lexile (L). Lexile levels increase as text difficulty increases. A reader’s measure is that position on the Lexile scale where the reader can expect to have 75 percent comprehension. A Lexile measure of 200L, for instance, relates to text that a student should be able to comprehend 75 percent of at the beginning of first grade. A Lexile measure of 1700L, on the other hand, is highly complex and would relate to a text that a student in graduate school would understand 75 percent of. 

When reader and text measures match, the reader is “targeted.” Targeted readers report competence, confidence, and control over the text. When a text measure is 250L greater than a reader’s measure, comprehension drops to 50 percent and the subjective experience is one of frustration, inadequacy, and lack of control. Conversely, when a reader measure exceeds a text measure by 250L, comprehension goes up to 90 percent and the reader experiences total control over the text. The Lexile Framework is one useful tool in designing and managing successful reading experiences for developing readers.  

Rationale for Lexiling your school’s literature titles

The inventory of books that a school library contains stretches across a wide range of complexities. There are certain titles that show up repeatedly in classes as required reading, e.g., Animal Farm, Of Mice and Men, The Great Gatsby, etc. Educators have intuitive sense of the level of language in an assigned reading and, therefore, know if it is appropriate for the grade level. There are hundreds of other titles, however, which they may not be sure of. By submitting your school’s inventory of literature titles for Lexile analysis, teachers will be able to select other less common titles for classes or recommend specific titles and supplemental texts to individual students, knowing that their recommendations will challenge developing readers with new vocabulary and syntax without frustrating them unduly. 

Rationale for Lexiling your school’s assigned textbooks

Textbooks are used in classrooms of all grade levels and content areas. The same textbook may be used in the same class for many years. Though it may be appropriate for the grade level, is it necessarily appropriate each individual student? A student may be a crackerjack math whiz, however, if his or her reading ability is not up to the level of the text then he or she may struggle with the math content regardless of his or her math skills. Knowing the Lexile measure of textbooks being used in your school or being considered for adoption will allow you to make informed decisions about the appropriateness of the textbook for a class and for individual students at each grade level. Teachers will be able to identify supplemental reading selections, possibly a novel, newspaper, or other textbook, that will help develop the reader.

Please be advised, older editions of textbooks may not have a lexile measure.  

Rationale for Lexiling your school’s local assessments

An analysis of the reading level of your local assessments will provide valuable information about the readability of current exams and help structure future ones; for classes as a whole or for individual students. If, for instance, students are having trouble passing a test, you can look at the Lexile level of the test to see if it is too complex for the grade level. If the test is appropriate for the grade level and the students are having trouble, then those students need to be given material to bring their reading level up to grade level standard. If, on the other hand, students are passing exams with little difficulty because the readability of the text is below grade level standard, the complexity of the reading portions of the text may need to be increased in order to challenge the students.

Rationale for Lexiling your school’s local instruction materials

An analysis of the reading level of your local instruction materials allows you to better match the text with the reader; to target the reader. 

Rationale for Lexiling your school’s occupational reading materials

An analysis of the reading materials expected of employees in occupational areas will also provide valuable information about the readability of cluster and strands of occupations. This project will be collecting reading materials regionally managed at the state level.  Early research is suggesting the dynamics of work require a higher and different academic skill level than what’s needed to continue education. We are extremely hopeful that the Lexile measure of occupational reading materials will also provide powerful occupational cluster vocabulary lists.

