ARKANSAS CURRICULUM/READING IMPROVEMENT  PROJECT

This activity was in response to the need for the Arkansas Department of Workforce Education (DWE) to show academic gains by students who are designated as concentrators in career and technical education programs of study.   Funding was provided by the Arkansas Career Opportunities program and a contract was awarded to Dr. Willard Daggett and the International Center for Leadership in Education.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

This project identifies the broad skills and knowledge that students would require as they enter the job market.  This data may be used in developing a more rigorous/relevant curriculum and student assessment within sixteen career clusters identified by the U. S. Department of Education.  The outcome of this project was a curriculum matrix (cross-reference) that may be used for the following purposes within these sixteen career clusters:

1. Academic/Career-Technical teachers to infuse work-place skills into their 

curriculum.

2. Career-Technical teachers reinforce academic skills (science, math, and 

language arts) in their curriculum.

3. Benchmarking student assessments.

4. Selection of instructional materials.

Project Process:

Identified math, science, and language arts items in state tests and standards that have a high incidence to be measured and put into a matrix.  The matrix may be used to integrate these academic items into career and technical education programs.

Analyzed reading requirements in sixteen occupational clusters, reading levels of state tests, and textbooks/literature used in Arkansas school districts.  This data was then indexed using Lexile Reading Levels for use in benchmarking assessments, curriculum, textbook selection, etc.  

Conduct regional meetings to promote public awareness.  

SCHOOL DISTRICTS INVOLVED IN THIS PROJECT:

Alpena School District 


Humphrey School District


Batesville School District


Lake Hamilton School District

Biggers-Reyno School District

Little Rock School District

Brinkley School District


Midland School District

Cabot School District



Nettleton School District

Conway School District


Pine Bluff School District

Corning School District


Poyen School District

DeWitt School District


Pulaski County Spec. School District

Dierks School District



Rison School District

Dollarway School District


Southside School District

El Dorado School District


Stuttgart School District

Fayetteville School District


Texarkana School District


Fountain Lake School District

Westside School District






The Report:




The report to the district contained:

· The district identified a complete rank listing of all topics in each of the content areas of mathematics, science, and English language arts.  The number of times each topic was identified as essential was provided as well.

· A complete rank listings of all topics according to Survey responses nationwide.

· An indication of the relative rank of each topic as identified by several sub-groups of the community, for example, how non-educators ranked a particular topic as compared to educators, or how English language arts teachers ranked topics in their field in comparison to the other educators.

· Real-world applications for the highest ranked topics, with cross-references to other standards and topics.  This is a valuable resource for teaching students how to apply knowledge across disciplines.  These applications also have potentially dramatic implications for staff development, curriculum development, student assessment, and the use of instructional technologies.

The results generated by the Survey were intended to be a “point of departure” in discussing which mathematics, science, and English language arts topics are priorities.  These topics identified as low priority by the community should not necessarily be omitted from the curriculum, but could be incorporated into the instruction of the essential topics.

