
English, Math, Science Classroom Observation Questions for TAVs
Ask the team to write specific examples of instructional activities that have motivated students and engaged them in challenging assignments.

· Do students know exactly what is expected of them in each grading period?  Do students know what they have to do to get an “A” in the course?  Is there a course syllabus?  Get a copy if possible.

· How involved are students in their classes?  How are they involved?

· Is anyone asleep, doing other work, or out of tune with the class?

· Describe group/team work.  Is everyone working on the same activity?

· Do students complete any integrated projects?  With other academic classes?  With vocational/technical classes?

· Are expectations higher for some students than others?  Do college-prep and tech-prep students take similar levels of courses?  Are expectations higher in some same level classes than in others?  Describe.

· How much homework is given?  Do students do it in class or at home?  Ask teachers and students.
· How hard do students have to work?  Do they have to read and write, do projects, and make presentations in their classes?  Find examples.

· What are teachers doing to help students be responsible for their own learning?

· Do teachers relate science/math/reading to the world outside the classroom?  How?

· Do teachers work together during planning time?

· Talk with as many teachers as possible (without interrupting their classes) during planning periods or between classes.  Have most teachers “bought in” to the idea of having challenging assignments and high expectations for all students?

· Review the HSTW data in reading, math, and science to determine how well students do in applied or regular classes and in vocational classes.

· Find out if the English courses are “leveled” or if students are randomly placed in courses.
· Are students placed in some English courses as a result of test scores or past patterns of academic behavior?  If so, explain.
· Note particularly if expectations are higher in some English classes than in others.  Which classes have higher expectations?

· How many books do students read outside of class?  How many research papers do they write?  How much writing do they do weekly?

· Do they have a written writing curriculum guideline that all high school grades follow?

· How much reading and writing take place across the curriculum?

· Have all teachers been trained in reading across the curriculum?

· Do students complete a senior or capstone project?  If so, when do they begin it?  What are its components?  Where is it graded?  Is there a presentation linked to it?

· Who talks more—the teacher or the students?  Do students read or does the teacher read aloud to them?

· Do students analyze what they read in reading assignments and make personal responses either orally or in writing?

· How many students take chemistry, physics, principles of technology?

· Ask in every science class how often students work in the lab weekly.

· Provide examples of the kind of lab experiments students conduct, how they write up labs, and how they report their findings.

· Do students do science projects?  If so, are science projects open to all students?  Are projects required or optional?

· Are students using mathematics in science class?  If so, how?

· What are the lower level mathematics courses a student can take to graduate?

· Which mathematics courses are required for graduation?  How many are required for graduation?

· What is the first mathematics course most students take in high school?

· Does the teacher work the problem first and then give the students similar problems to work, or does the teacher ask the student to “figure out” the answer first?  What is the approach to teaching unfamiliar problems?
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