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2,600 High School Business Students converge on Little Rock for the  
Annual Arkansas FBLA Conference  

 
 
LITTLE ROCK - The annual Arkansas Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) Leadership Conference themed “Get 
the Edge,” will be held April 7-8, 2009, in Little Rock. Approximately 2,600 students from nearly 225 high schools around 
the state will attend the event held at the DoubleTree Hotel, Robinson Center, Peabody Hotel and Statehouse Convention 
Center. 
 
“This conference gives students a wide variety of business competitions that are co-curricular activities to what they are 
learning in the classroom,” said James Brock, Arkansas Department of Workforce Education Program Manager for 
Business and Marketing. “There will be competitions including job interview, management decision making, sports 
management and network design. It’s good competition and the students have a good time.” 
 
Events, workshops and exhibits get underway at 9:30 a.m. on April 7. The opening general session ceremony will be held 
at 7 p.m. on April 7 at the Robinson Center Auditorium. The featured keynote speaker for the evening will be Josh 
Sundquist, a Paralympics ski racer and nationally known inspirational speaker who has been featured on CNN and USA 
Today and has spoken to thousands of students across the country for student organizations and leadership groups. A 
talent show is among entertainment events that will close out the opening day. 
 
The final day will feature an FBLA March of Dimes Wonderwalk fundraiser in front of the DoubleTree Hotel. The walk 
begins at 8:30 a.m. and will proceed to the Clinton Library. The FBLA chapter and school district that raises the largest 
amount of money will be recognized.  
 
The awards and closing ceremonies will be held at 1:30 p.m. on April 8 at Robinson Auditorium.  Top finishers advance to 
the FBLA National Leadership Conference in June in Anaheim, Calif. 
 
“True to its name, FBLA is helping our students prepare to become the future business leaders of our state,” DWE 
Director William L. “Bill” Walker, Jr. said “During this conference, students are going to demonstrate and hone the skills 
that they will one day use in their future careers.” 
 
“FBLA provides students with an opportunity to experience real world business applications in a fun and enjoyable 
format,” DWE Associate Director for Career and Technical Education Roderic Duckworth said.  
 
For more information about the Arkansas FBLA Leadership Conference, contact Brock at (501) 682-1775 or log on to 
http://dwe.arkansas.gov/CTESCTEStudentOrganizations.htm.  

 
 

--30-- 


