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Media Backgrounder: Arkansas SkillsUSA Championships April 13 – 15 in Hot Springs
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas SkillsUSA Leadership and Skills State Championships is the state-level competition for public high school and college/postsecondary technical students enrolled in trade, technical, and skilled service profession instructional programs including allied health occupations. The Department of Workforce Education’s state SkillsUSA staff organizes the event, and it is considered one of the greatest days of industry volunteerism in Arkansas each year with an estimated annual cost of more than $2 million.  
About SkillsUSA

Formerly known as Vocational Industrial Clubs of America or VICA, SkillsUSA is a partnership of students, teachers and industry working together to ensure America has a skilled workforce. SkillsUSA helps each student excel in trade, technical and skilled service professions.  http://www.skillsusa.org/
SkillsUSA Leadership and Skills State Championships Dates/Times and Locations

Monday, April 13, 2009, through Wednesday, April 15, 2009 at the Hot Springs Civic and Convention Center. 

Key Statistics

Expected contestants: over 1,800

Total contests: 80

Skilled and technical sciences contests: 44

Occupationally-related contests: 2

Leadership development contests: 13

Demonstration contests: 3

Contest judges: 400 from business and industry

Contest technical committee members: 800

Conference management team and education team members: 14

Contest area covered: 120,000-plus square ft.

Total in-kind industry and education contributions (donated time, equipment and material): More than $2 million

Total volunteer hours by technical committee members, courtesy corps, education team, judges and alumni during week:  

58,840 hours.

Anticipated hotel accommodations in Hot Springs: 4,000 total rooms in 10 hotels. SkillsUSA is one of the largest annual conferences held in Hot Springs based on room nights. 

The Championships require a massive amount of equipment and materials, including more than 200 computers, 10 trucks, bricks, stoves, and complete laboratories and shops for machining, welding, and auto repair and painting.  

For additional information about the Arkansas SkillsUSA Leadership and Skills State Championships, contact Jeff Parks, Department of Workforce Education Public School Program Advisor and Arkansas SkillsUSA Executive Director, at 501-682-1271 or log on to http://dwe.arkansas.gov/CTESCTEStudentOrganizations.htm.
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Suggested Photo Opportunities for Arkansas SkillsUSA Championships
The Arkansas SkillsUSA State Championships showcase the talents of hundreds of students in career and technical education.  In addition to the large displays, a number of events during the State Championships provide the media with exceptional photo opportunities.  We suggest you stop by Hot Springs Summit Arena Halls A,B,C & D between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m. and from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Tuesday, April 14.
Arkansas SkillsUSA Championship contests by Career Cluster:

Architecture and Construction

Architectural Drafting

Cabinetmaking

Carpentry

Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration (HVACR)

Masonry
Plumbing

Residential Wiring

Welding

Arts, A/V Technology and Communications

3-D Visualization and Animation

Advertising Design

Audio Production

Broadcast News Production

Extemporaneous Speaking

Graphic Communications

Job Interview

Job Skill Demonstration 
Opening and Closing Ceremony

Photography

Prepared Speech

Education and Training

Preschool Teaching Assistant

Government and Public Administration

American Spirit

Quiz Bowl

Health Science

Basic Health Care Skills

Dental Assisting

First Aid/CPR

Health Knowledge Bowl

Health Occupations Professional Portfolio

Medical Assisting

Medical Terminology

Medical Math

Nurse Assisting

Practical Nursing

Medical Coding

Human Services

Community Service
Cosmetology

Nail Care

Information Technology

Computer Maintenance Technology

Internetworking

Technical Computer Application

Law, Public Safety, Corrections and Security

Crime Scene Investigation

Criminal Justice

Occupational Health and Safety

Manufacturing

Automated Manufacturing Technology
CNC Milling Technology

CNC Turning Technology

Industrial Motor Control
Major Appliance Technology

Precision Machining Technology 

Robotics and Automation Technology

Technical Drafting

Pipe Welding

Marketing, Sales and Service

Customer Service

Promotional Bulletin Board

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

Electronic Technology

Principles of Technology

Related Technical Math

Transportation Distribution and Logistics

Automotive Refinishing Technology

Automotive Service Technology

Aviation Maintenance Technology

Collision Repair Technology

Diesel Equipment Technology 

Marine Service Technology

Motorcycle Service Technology

Power Equipment Technology

Auto Parts Specialist

Diesel Equipment Technology-Farm

Demonstration Contests

Pin Design

Welding Fabrication

Plate Cutting
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For more information contact:


Reginald Jackson, Communications Director


Telephone:  501-680-6275


Fax:  501-682-5117


E-mail: reginald.jackson@arkansas.gov





       William L “Bill” Walker, Jr.


Director
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