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MEDIA ADVISORY

          March 3, 2015
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas Kidney Disease Commission (AKDC) will hold its annual Chain of Life Award ceremony on Wednesday, March 11, 2015, at 1:30 p.m. in the auditorium of the Arkansas Rehabilitation Services’ Central Office building, located at 525 West Capitol Avenue.
The Chain of Life Awards began at the command of Arkansas State Legislature.  Act 268 of 2011 established the annual recognition for living kidney donors.  The ceremony is a way to thank the donors for their contribution not only to the medical community, but also to the kidney recipients themselves and their families.  Many of these “heroes” have donated their kidney to a person whom they had no relationship prior to the transplant.  This year, five Arkansans will be recognized for the life-saving donation.  Recipients are also expected to be in attendance at this ceremony. 
Prior to Chain of Life Awards, the AKDC will present the first-ever Bob Abbott Distinguished Service award. This award, presented in honor of AKDC Board founding member Bob Abbott, recognizes individuals that have made substantial contributions to the kidney patient community in the State of Arkansas.  Dr. Sudhir Shah, a senior staff physician, researcher, and educator within the UAMS Nephrology Department, will be this year’s recipient.
The Arkansas Kidney Disease Commission is a special program of the Arkansas Rehabilitation Services division of the Arkansas Department of Career Education.
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For more information contact:


Dustin Barnes


Interim Communications Director


Telephone: (501) 682-0180


Alternate Phone:  (501) 682-1701


Fax: (501) 682-5117


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dustin.barnes@arkansas.gov" �dustin.barnes@arkansas.gov�
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