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LITTLE ROCK – Sunday, July 26, 2015, marks the 25th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, created to eliminate discrimination and to foster equal opportunity for people with disabilities in every aspect of life.  The legislation outright prohibits discrimination in employment, state and local government services, public accommodations, and transportation.  
President George H.W. Bush, signing the legislation on the south lawn of the White House in 1990, said the following:  “With today’s signing of the landmark Americans with Disabilities Act, every man, woman, and child with a disability can now pass through once-closed doors into a bright new era of equality, independence, and freedom.” 
Leonard Boyle, the Executive Director of the Arkansas Governor’s Commission on People with Disabilities, joins in the chorus of ADA supporters who celebrate the triumphs and protections that have come to fruition as a result of the law.  

“This law makes it possible for people with disabilities to lead independent lives and gives them the power and motivation to accomplish whatever they desire.  They are no longer limited to getting where they need to go,” Boyle said.

The Arkansas Governor’s Commission on People with Disabilities is a program within Arkansas Rehabilitation Services, a division of the Arkansas Department of Career Education, which is dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for individuals with disabilities in Arkansas.  It began in 1946 by then-Governor Ben T. Laney.  Members are appointed by the Governor with fifty-one percent or more of the commission made up of individuals with disabilities.

“The fight is not over to make this nation totally accessible.  ADA serves as a reminder that the law is on our side,” Boyle said.

The Arkansas Department of Career Education (ACE) provides leadership and contributing resources to serve the diverse and changing career educational needs of Arkansas youth, adults, and persons living with disabilities. For more information about ACE and other programs please visit the website www.ace.arkansas.gov or follow us on Twitter at @ARCareerEd.
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