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Arch Ford Education Service Co-op receives $43,074 grant from Department of Workforce Education
LITTLE ROCK – The Arkansas Department of Workforce Education announced it awarded a $43,074 grant for the implementation of a Petroleum Technology program at Arch Ford and W.D. Mills Educational Cooperatives in Plumerville.
According to a published report, between 2005 and 2007, employment in the natural-gas drilling sector increased by 3,200 to 9,700 jobs. The results of the University of Arkansas’s study on the economic impact of drilling in the Fayetteville Shale indicated central Arkansas will encounter a significant need for trained workers in this industry over the next several years. Not only does the study reflect the great need for trained workers in the energy sector, but the energy sector has been identified as a critical sector for the President’s High Growth Job Training Initiative. It is also one of the targeted high-growth industries provided by the Governor to the Arkansas Workforce Investment Board. 
“The Arch Ford Service Cooperative, under the leadership of Lori Mitchell, has established itself as being responsive to the needs of business and industry,” said John L. Davidson, Department of Workforce Education Deputy Director for Career and Technical Education. “Its commitment to provide a trained and qualified workforce in the emerging gas-drilling industry in central Arkansas is to be commended. The secondary school offering these programs will benefit not only the industry, but most importantly, the students.”
“Arkansas’s economic future relies on having a well-educated, highly-skilled and capable workforce,” said Department of Workforce Education Director William L. “Bill” Walker, Jr. “It’s incumbent upon us to help our state’s schools train our students for high-skill, high-demand, high-tech jobs of tomorrow so that we can effectively compete in the global economy of the 21st century.”
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