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Hunger Banquet Offers Powerful Lesson for Students
Student leaders from FFA organizations across Arkansas will gather for a hands-on lesson 
about the realities of hunger, at home and abroad 
HOT SPRINGS – Organizers at FFA’s Camp Couchdale are hosting a “hunger banquet” from 4:00 to 5:30 P.M this Tuesday, July 19. The banquet is designed to educate student leaders from Arkansas’s FFA chapters about the crisis of hunger in the United States and abroad. FFA is the student organization for students taking agricultural education classes.  The banquet will be held in the Marion D. Fletcher Leadership Center at Camp Couchdale, 301 Catherine Park Road, Hot Springs. The media are invited to attend and interact with the students.

At a hunger banquet, students draw tickets at random that assign each one to a high-, 
middle-, or low-income tier based on the latest statistics about the number of people living in poverty. Each income level receives a corresponding meal: the 15 percent in the high-income tier are served a sumptuous meal; the 35 percent in the middle-income section eat a simple meal of rice and beans; and the 50 percent in the low-income tier help themselves to small portions of rice and water. Students are encouraged to assume characterizations that describe the situation of a specific person at the income level to which they’ve been assigned. Finally, all students are invited to share their thoughts after the meal. 
The hunger banquet concept originated with Oxfam America, which provides banquet planning resources on their website, http://oxfamamerica.org. Many FFA chapters and related organizations nationwide have hosted similar banquets.
Tuesday’s banquet will be the third of three such events held at Camp Couchdale this month, as new groups of campers have gathered each week to participate in student leadership development activities. 

“It’s amazing the impact these hunger banquets have on the students,” said Marian D. Fletcher, program director for the Agricultural Division of the Arkansas Department of Career Education. “They know that hunger is a problem, but it’s not until they’re the ones sitting on the floor sharing from a common pot of rice while watching their friends sitting at a table eating a full plate of great food that they start to understand what many people face every day. Sometimes students who rarely speak up are so impacted by the banquet that they’re compelled to share their thoughts during the discussion after the event. It’s amazing what the format of the banquet brings to light.”

The goal is to inspire the students to action, to spur their involvement in hunger relief and education in their communities and beyond. 
The Arkansas Department of Career Education (ACE) has the mission of providing leadership and contributing resources to serve the diverse and changing career educational needs of Arkansas youth, adults, and persons living with disabilities.
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