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Chain of Life Award Honors Living Kidney Donors 
LITTLE ROCK – At 2:00 p.m. on March 13, the Arkansas Kidney Disease Commission (AKDC) will recognize 12 individuals with a Chain of Life award in the auditorium of the Arkansas Rehabilitation Services office at 525 West Capitol in Little Rock. The award is presented to individuals who have truly given the gift of life - a living kidney donation - to Arkansans in need of a transplant.  

The AKDC is a special program of the Arkansas Rehabilitation Services division of the Arkansas Department of Career Education. 

In 2009, AKDC board member Bob Abbott, a founding member of the organization, recommended that the AKDC create an award to recognize individuals who provide living kidney donations. This award has become the Chain of Life award. This is the second year for the awards presentation since Act 268 of 2011 established the mechanism for the honor.

Arkansas Kidney Disease Commission 2013 Chain of Life Award Recipients

The following are the donors who will be honored, along with their city of residence:

· Pauletta Andrews, Little Rock 

· Natasha Bailey, Newport

· Charles M. Baxter, Jr., Alexander 

· Jennifer Bumsted, Benton, Kansas 

· Tasha Butler, Warren
· Patricia Cable, Langley, Washington 

· Mr. Billie Carter, Conway

· Marlon Horne, Rogers 

· Cecelia Medina, Ashdown

· Benjamin Nehring, Jonesboro 

· Alline Seals, Conway 

· Monica Sullivan, Bauxite

The Arkansas Kidney Disease Commission (AKDC) is one of about 20 state-run kidney programs nationally.  The program provides assistance to Arkansans who have been diagnosed with end-stage renal disease requiring regular kidney dialysis treatments or who have received kidney transplants.  Primary services provided include payment for a limited number of prescription drugs and pre-transplant dental services.  

During state fiscal year 2012, the AKDC provided services to 1,055 individuals. There are approximately 250 Arkansans on a kidney transplant waiting list and more than 95,000 nationally.  
The Arkansas Department of Career Education (ACE) has the mission of providing leadership and contributing resources to serve the diverse and changing career educational needs of Arkansas youth, adults, and persons living with disabilities.
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For more information contact:
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