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Students Ready to Meet Demand for Skilled Workforce
SkillsUSA competition to be held in Hot Springs, winners advance to nationals

LITTLE ROCK – There is a solution to the current and future demand for a skilled workforce. Jobs are available right here in Arkansas; they are waiting for people with the right skills.  Those are the people graduating from Arkansas’ Career and Technical Education [CTE] programs.  The skills of this future workforce will be on display at the Arkansas SkillsUSA Championship Competition to be held at the Hot Springs Convention Center on April 10, 2012.
Over 1,600 Career and Technical Education students from high schools and colleges across the state will compete in over 80 contests demonstrating their skills in career areas including Manufacturing, Transportation, Construction, Hospitality and Tourism.
SkillsUSA is a national partnership of students, teachers and industry partners working together to ensure America has a skilled workforce. SkillsUSA chapters help students who are preparing for careers in technical, skilled and service occupations excel. SkillsUSA has more than 300,000 students and instructors as members nationwide including over 4,500 in our state association.  
“These students are demonstrating more than just their skills; they are proving that our workforce is prepared to lead the way in every technical area our country needs to maintain a strong global economic presence,” said  Jeremy Brevell, Arkansas SkillsUSA state director. 

“CTE is learning that works for America and we are very proud of this talented group of students who are true champions dedicated to excellence in their trades.”
· more –

During the competitions, students will work against the clock and each other, proving their expertise in occupations such as Electronics, Computer-aided Drafting, Precision Machining, Automotive Service, Medical Assisting and Culinary Arts. 
All contests are run with help of industry experts, trade associations, and labor organizations, and test competencies are set by professional industry standards. The winners will go on to compete in the National Championships this June in Kansas City, Missouri.
For more information about SkillsUSA, visit http://www.SkillsUSA.org.  For more information about Arkansas SkillsUSA, please visit http://skillsusa-arkansas.org website.

The Arkansas Department of Career Education (ACE) has the mission of providing leadership and contributing resources to serve the diverse and changing career educational needs of Arkansas youth, adults, and persons living with disabilities.
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