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ADULT EDUCATION PAYS OFF
Arkansas is one of the few states that offer free adult education to its residents; it’s an investment that pays off for both the state and those adults who take advantage of the program.
On average, workers without a high school diploma make less than $19,000 a year while those with a high school education average $27,000 a year – that’s a difference of more than $300,000 over a lifetime of work.
But the value of education isn’t measured in dollars alone. Education also provides opportunity.

In 1950, a high school graduate had enough education to qualify for more than half of all the jobs available in the country; today, that same graduate could qualify for 15 percent of the jobs available. The choices are fewer for the half million adults in Arkansas who do not have a high school diploma.

 (more)
Adult education programs – which include basic education, English as a second language, skills training and GED (high school diploma) preparation and tests – offer adults hope and an opportunity to change their lives and the lives of their families.
The following are a few of the many success stories of adult education in Arkansas:

* * * * *

Phillip McClain of Russellville has cerebral palsy.  While in high school, he had to undergo numerous surgeries and rehabilitation that prevented him from graduating.

McClain did not let his physical disability stand in his way.  At the age of 39, he earned his Arkansas high school diploma by passing the GED test at the Russellville Adult Education Center.  With support from Arkansas Rehabilitation Services, McCLain enrolled at Arkansas Tech University and is working toward a degree in rehabilitative science.
“I’m trying to give back a little of what people have given to me,” he says.
McClain’s advice to others who have not completed high school is to earn a GED credential.  He says he is an example of what is possible for everyone.

* * * * *

“I got started real early on the wrong track,” James Alexander of Little Rock says.

As a result, Alexander started a heroin habit when he was 12 that led to a life of crime and addiction. His education was one of the first victims; he dropped out of school in the eighth grade.
 (more)
After 16 years as an addict, Alexander made a commitment to change his life. He attended a Job Corps program and moved back to the Little Rock area, where he worked at various industrial plants.  He wanted to get his GED, but he needed to improve his basic academic skills first. 
“The center of man is his mind…. I never knew the importance of that,” Alexander says. 

He took the GED test and failed three times. But Paulette Martin, director of the Little Rock School District Adult Education Center, wouldn’t let him quit. He took the test one more time and passed.

Today, Alexander has been drug-free for 16 years. He works as a forklift operator/supervisor for a manufacturing plant and spends most of his personal time overseeing a residential facility for recovering addicts.

* * * * *

When Lela Robertson of Conway was widowed after years of marriage, she had a lot of time on her hands.

“I was at a loss of what to do with my life,” she says.
She found her answer in education. She had left school when she was 16 to start a family—that was when pregnant girls were not allowed to attend school. Encouraged by her children, Robertson enrolled in the GED program at the Conway Adult Education Center. She took and passed the GED test at the age of 72.

 (more)
Since then, Robertson has worked part time as a receptionist at the adult education center. She’s a role model and a surrogate “grandmother” to many of the younger students.  
“You can be anything you want to be if you want it bad enough,” she says. But she tells the students that no one will do it for them; they have to make those dreams come true for themselves.

Robertson continues to learn by reading and taking computer classes. “In November, I’ll be 81, and I’m still learning,” she says.
* * * * *

Six years ago, Jose Sandoval, a new immigrant to the United States, didn’t speak a word of English and could only get a low-paying job.

Today, Sandoval, at 24, is buying a house, owns a nice car and is a supervisor at Tyson’s in Springdale.

What made the difference? He says it was learning English through the free English as a Second Language (ESL) classes offered at the Jones Center for Families through Northwest Technical Institute’s Adult Education Center.

Sandoval started the classes when he first came to the area. But he quit going because his second-shift job required him to work late into the night. He quickly realized quitting was a mistake.

“It was really hard working and not understanding what they were saying to me,” Sandoval says. So he went back to class and made learning English his priority.

It paid off. Within a year, he was working a better shift and had more responsibilities. In his new job in sanitation at Tyson’s, he had to be able to read the labels, printed in English, for several chemicals. If he had mixed those chemicals wrong, he could have hurt a lot of people. Sandoval was soon made a supervisor and currently makes more money than he did before he knew English. 

Sandoval’s education didn’t end with the ESL classes. Now he is preparing for his GED.
###

(Note to editors:  Digital photos are available of McClain, Alexander, Robertson and Sandoval. These are just a sample of the success stories included in “Go Back. Move Forward,” the new adult education resource guide being published this week.)
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