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The National Association Supervisors of Agricultural Education (NASAE) has recognized Marion Fletcher of Hot Springs as its outstanding member of 2005.

Sponsored by the Center for Agriculture and Environmental Research and Training (CAERT), the award is given each year to a member who has made outstanding contributions over the years to agriculture education state supervision.

As program manager for agriculture science and technology with the Arkansas Department of Workforce Education (DWE), Fletcher oversees all the high school agriculture courses and FFA chapters in the state.

“As a true leader, you have the confidence and courage to make tough decisions and the compassion to listen to the needs of others,” the plaque presented to Fletcher says.

Dan Pentony, CAERT president, presented the award to Fletcher at NASAE’s annual meeting held in conjunction with the national FFA conference.

 “This award couldn’t go to a better person,” John Wyvill, DWE director, said.  “In the short time I’ve worked with Marion, I’ve been impressed with his dedication to agricultural education – be it working at the state fair or preparing the FFA camp in Hot Springs for hurricane evacuees.”
Fletcher began teaching vocational agriculture in Arkansas in 1963. A few years, later, he became the manager of Camp Couchdale, the state FFA camp near Hot Springs. He has held his current position since 1985. In each position, he has been an advocate of agricultural education, which he says prepares students for a variety of careers on the cutting edge.
As for the NASAE award, Fletcher says, “it is one of the greatest honors I have received in my career as it was given by my peers.”
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