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Department of Workforce Education
Arkansas Rehabilitation Services

Robert P. Treviño, Commissioner

NEWS RELEASE
July 16, 2008
Gov. Beebe, State Officials Make Historic Dedication on Hot Springs Landmark 
LITTLE ROCK – Governor Mike Beebe today joined state legislators, Hot Springs city officials and officials from the Arkansas Department of Workforce Education (DWE) in dedicating a monument celebrating the inclusion of the DWE’s Division of Arkansas Rehabilitation Services Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center (HSRC) on the National Register of Historic Places.

“Today we celebrate the history of service that’s occurred within this building,” Gov. Beebe said. “But what really makes this facility truly historic are the clients, patients and staff who come here day in and day out to give it life.”

Gov. Beebe’s visit marked the first time a sitting governor has visited the Center in over 20 years. The monument was designed and built for the Center by Fountain Lake Monument Inc., of Hot Springs. The company is owned and operated by Mitch and Pam Tipton.
The Center’s seven-story main building which overlooks Central Avenue and much of the rest of the city of Hot Springs, along with five other sites on the expansive HSRC campus were officially added to the National Register February 9, 2007. 
The facilities started life as the nation’s first joint Army-Navy hospital with a $100,000 Congressional appropriation in 1882 and opened its doors in 1887.  In 1960, the facility passed from the United States government to the state of Arkansas to serve as a rehabilitation center for Arkansans living with disabilities.

During today’s ceremony, Governor Beebe was joined in his comments by state Senator Terry Smith, state Senator Steve Faris, state Representative  Mike Burris, state
Representative Bill Sample,  state Representative Rick Saunders and state Representative Gene Shelby, Hot Springs Mayor Mike Bush, Department of Workforce Education Director William L. “Bill” Walker, Jr., DWE Division of Arkansas Rehabilitation Services Commissioner Robert P. “Bob” Treviño and Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center Administrator Barbara McBeth-Lewis.

“It’s an honor to have the Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center named to the National Register of Historic Places, but we’re still making history here everyday,” Director Walker said. “Through the services and programs offered at the Center, Arkansans with disabilities are getting a chance to learn the skills they will need to get a good job and, ultimately, live independently. These students will soon be writing their own history. We’re just building on a legacy of service, creating a ‘Center of Excellence’ and providing a future of progress.”

Mike Beebe


 Governor
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For more information contact:


Reginald Jackson, Communications Director


Telephone:  501-682-1701


Fax:  501-682-5117


E-mail: reginald.jackson@arkansas.gov





       		  William L “Bill” Walker, Jr.


          Director





Arkansas State Senator Terry Smith (from left), Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center Administrator Barbara McBeth-Lewis and Gov. Mike Beebe. 





Arkansas State Representative Bill Sample (from left), State Senator Terry Smith, Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center Administrator Barbara McBeth-Lewis, Gov. Mike Beebe and Arkansas Department of Workforce Education Director William L. “Bill” Walker, Jr. 








