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Arkansas ‘Stars’ to be Honored at National Event
LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas will send two stars to the “Oscars” of career and technical education (CTE) next month. But when Marion Fletcher and Nathan Tapp get their red carpet turn at the Stars of Education Awards Ceremony in Washington March 23, it won’t be for acting – it will be for real-life achievement.

The academy that will do the honors – the National Association of State Directors of Career and Technical Education Consortium – recognizes “stars” in several categories each year at its annual spring meeting. Nominated by their state directors, the national winners are chosen on the basis of their contributions and accomplishments to CTE.

This year, Fletcher will be honored as the national Secondary Educator of the Year, and Tapp is being recognized as the Postsecondary Student of the Year.
MORE

The Star Award is the latest in an extensive list of national honors Fletcher has received over the years. The longest serving program manager for agriculture education in the country and the Arkansas FFA advisor, the Hot Springs resident has an impressive record of leadership – in education, agriculture, FFA and the state fair.

“In his 43 years in agriculture education, Marion Fletcher has made an indelible mark in the field on both the state and national level,” John Wyvill, director of the Arkansas Department of Workforce Education, says in his nomination letter. 

After being on the job for a number of years, many people are tempted to go with the flow. Not Fletcher. He views each year as a challenge and seeks new ways to motivate teachers and students and to make agriculture education relevant. 

Last year, Fletcher’s organizational skills, resourcefulness and stamina were put to the test when he found himself converting Camp Couchdale, the FFA camp near Hot Springs, into a makeshift city for 200 Katrina evacuees. With two hours’ notice on the Labor Day weekend, he drafted volunteers and had the camp and a home-cooked chicken dinner ready to welcome its new residents.

For the next several months, Fletcher put in 18-hour days seven days a week to take care of all the residents of Camp Couchdale, connecting them with lost family, helping them find permanent housing and employment, getting the children into schools and providing medications and other necessities.
“But when Marion relives that time, he doesn’t focus on what he did; instead, he is moved to tears as he tells the heart-breaking stories of how those evacuees survived Katrina and put their lives back together,” Wyvill says. 
MORE
As for Fletcher’s contributions to CTE, Wyvill cites his continuing efforts to raise the standards for agriculture education in Arkansas and the nation. “Marion truly exemplifies the FFA motto: ‘Learning to do, doing to learn, earning to live, living to serve,” Wyvill says. “It is a lesson he lives on a daily basis.”

Wyvill also has high praise for Tapp, the son of William and Vickie Tapp of Gravette. Throughout his high school years in Gravette and now as a student majoring in pre-veterinary medicine with a minor in agriculture business at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, “Nathan has quietly served as a role model and inspiration on the local, state and national levels,” Wyvill says in his nomination letter.

Diagnosed with cerebellar ataxia when he was 14, Tapp refuses to let this progressive crippling disease become a disability. Instead, he embraces every opportunity that comes along as he pursues his goal of becoming a veterinarian. In the process, he motivates classmates and instructors to do their best.

Tapp’s ability to inspire was visible this past year at the National Health Occupations Students of America Leadership Conference, where he competed in the HOSA Quiz Bowl and the rescue breathing competition. 
When he was named the bronze medalist in rescue breathing, the entire audience – 5,500 strong – gave him a standing ovation as a classmate helped him walk to the stage to claim his medal. 
Besides being a personal accomplishment, his win was a milestone for Arkansas HOSA as it was the first competitive medal the state has won at nationals in several years. (The previous year, Tapp had made it to the Top 10 in rescue breathing.)
MORE
Known for his zeal to succeed, Tapp is serving this year as an Arkansas FFA state vice president and is an active member of collegiate FFA, 4-H, Farm Bureau, Block and Bridle Club, Ag Business Club, and Chi Alpha. He also has been accepted into the University of Arkansas Emerging Young Leaders Program.

While in high school, Tapp was active in both FFA and HOSA. He served in every office in his local FFA chapter and was a district FFA officer his senior year.
“Nathan has a quiet strength that is beyond description,” Angela Scott, one of his high school teachers, says. “He brings out the best in others without uttering a single word. He is a leader in every aspect.”

Tapp’s leadership – and the way he lives his life – are his contributions to CTE. “Nathan leads by example,” Wyvill says. “And through his example, he has demonstrated that career and technical education can benefit everyone.

“He also has proven that career and technical student organizations can help all students – regardless of physical limitations – develop leadership skills, compete on a level playing field and pursue their dreams. His accomplishments challenge others to stop making excuses and just do their best.”
The Stars of Education Awards Ceremony will be held at 4:30 p.m. March 23 at the Capitol Hilton in Washington. A reception will follow.
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